Turks Sign Peace of Ouchy with Italy

a flash in the pan, because no-one will be able to reach any
agreement about the Eastern Question sitting round a green
table.

initZj zoth October* 1912.

Your peace is signed at last. If I am pleased in some
respects I deplore it in others for your country. It is a lop-
sided peace. You are getting Tripoli -which, thanks to the
Arabs, will give you a lot of trouble, but why give up all
the Islands in the ^Egeati Sea and not at least have kept Rhodes
and Stampalia after having conquered them so brilliantly !

Now they are fighting in the Balkans and I have the impres-
sion that war is being vigorously carried on there. One
doesn't know really whether to believe in the victories which
are reported on both sides because one knows from experi-
ence that neither the Turks nor their adversaries always speak
the truth. For the moment the great question is whether the
war can be localised or whether it will end by becoming
general. I'm very afraid of this because I see from the papers
that the Pan-Slavists are furious with Sazanow who doesn't
want Russia to take part in the war and from another quarter
I know that our Government are determined to back up
Austria. A very dangerous policy for which I don't believe
Germany will thank her Sovereign because it may involve
them very far. But there is in these ideas the same thought
which some years ago prompted the famous telegram addressed
to Goluchowski on the subject of the "Brilliant Second" at
the Conference of Algeciras. You remember this perhaps
and the Emperor seems to hold to it.

Paris, 24th October* 1912*

Last night I dined at my brother's house with the comte
dc Haussonville who is very pro-Bulgar in his opinions and

225